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A LEGEND!

it is @ miracle when a tiny seed grows into a thundering tree!
Each and every time for this miracle to happen, it demands a
good potential seed with an unfaltering effort, a fertile soil
and its patient cooperation, the mutual effort of its surround-
ings and the climatic condition during that time, the ability to
escape from its predators and the strength to break all the
barriers on its way while growing. fon
For a single tree to grow tall and high and touch the sky, the
trials and challenges it faces and the time it takes to wid over
all those trials are aplenty. But,

Every seed cannot become a tree,
Every human cannot become a legend.

The word ‘legend’ cannot be used for every individual as the
path to deserve it cannot be achieved by every one. It is be-
stowed on those, whose roots have come from tears, sweat,
never ending suffering, hardship and sacrifices for others’
wellbeing.

Though it is possible for us to not know the names of our
great grandparents, the names of many legends who lived
generations ago continues to ring in our hearts. These leg-
ends may not be even related to us through a bloodline but
we still celebrate and get inspired by such real life heroes. It is
because they managed to touch humanity with their actions.
They dedicated their lives for others and the betterment of
our society. Our world celebrated, celebrates and will keep
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A LEGEND!

celebrating those people who have contributed something to
athers’ lives,

Bt are legends born or are they made?? Does history happen
only in the past or does it keep happening in the present??

Legends are born with a divine purpose and every incident
that cames their way brings out the greatness in them. Every-
day they live in this present s another chapter that will be
written in history for the future.
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KRISHNAGIRI

It is a place that grew from mere negligibility to an astonish-
ing enormily. A city that was not much known is now popular
and spoken about by various sects of nationalities, religions
and people abroad. It has become a city that has mm:a‘e the -
World turn to it. More importantly, it has become a city of
hope for many.

WHO transformed this small town into a place of World wide
alttention within a matter of few years?

5,143 & the area in square kiiometer of Ereshnanirl
15,46, 700 is the population of Krishraniias per Cenis 2001 2

3 15 the number ol majer languages speen: kil Kasoods &
Jitwiga
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PARENTS

Shrimati Ugama baal and Shri Keval Chand were the blessed
parents of GURUDEV JI. Their married life started on a nega-
tive note when Shrimati Ugama baai met with an accident on
the very next day of their wedlock, by tripping into a well. She
fought for life and later faced major physical and psychologi-
cal injuries. As she slowly started recovering, the couple
started leading a normal life. She gave birth to six chijdren.
His Holiness was the sixth and last child for the couple and
was named VASANTH KUMAR as they intuitively knew that
he was gaing to bring sunshine in the lives of many.

“Mother Is the crux of all relighons and a mirade
science can never replicate”

SR Sl SR VASANTH BLERUCEY B
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CHILDHOOD

GURLUIDEV JI%s life journey began from sarrow and misery. His
blessed parents had to fight so many battles before giving
birth to the divine soul. The couple did not realize that their
son was the incarnation of God during his growing years. His
transformation from a mortal to a master made him con-
stantly walk on bed of thorns, Like how a caterpiflar painfully
cocoons itself to become o beautiful butterfly, this divine souwl
accepted his adversity with complete faith on God.

For a child, a mother figure is always its source for blind love
and complete support. But due to his mother's health insta-
bility after the accident, he became a mother to his mother,
When other children played and led a normal happy life, he
was tending to his mother with utmost care and devetion,

At a tender age while he already took responsibilities thal
grown ups falter with, he was also forced to witness the
demise of his two sisters and a brother which shook him to his
core. With a family that was on the verge of crashing, His holi-
ness became the anchor of support and held the family to-
gether from falling apart with his divine grace.
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A NEW BEGINNING

it was the year of 1986 and GURUDEV JI was traveling to
Chennai. As he was crossing the city of Kanchipuram, his car
suddenly broke down. Gefting outside the vehicle, GURUDEV
J realized that the car had stopped outside the Kanchi Mutt
and also exactly at So'clock, which was right on time for the
daily darshan of Kanchi Maha Periyava (The Great Saint of
Kanchipuram). 5. ensmg this miraculous coinciden cq. GU-
RUDEV Nl decided to go in for the darshan. .

As soon as he entered, he felt the darshan hafl was ablaze
with an unexplainable energy. The aura and the exuberance
were tangible in the presence of Kanchi Maha Periyava. GU-
RUDEV N's eyes filled with tears of joy and his heart bubbled
with exuberance once the seer started his pujo. There started
a transcendental interaction between the two great souls
when GURUDEV JI poured out all his grievances through his
mind and heard in his heart the magical words of the Maha
Periyava saying, “Why do you worry? You will lead a blessed
life”;

Three days later, GURUDEV JI had a dream of Maha Periyava
seated on a golden throne and uttering thrice the words “per-
form Annadhan” {distribution of food to the needy). In a state
of trance, GURUDEV JI waited for three more days for some
' indication about his dream, That was when he came across
R : Y the seer’s baoklet ‘Deivathin Kural® which stated any axiom
GURUDEY ST has t:h rformed _.‘,.I,...:‘.f'.ﬂ{m,.-,;.v L ¥ s that is read thrice, strengthens it. The same day Maha Peri-
and fed many. | » R yava himself whispered intc GURUDEV Jl's ears that the

b dream he had three days back was a message that he wanted
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A NEW BEGINNING

GURUDEV Jl to fulfill. After this message. GURUDEV JI fed
many by perferming annadhan.

GURUDEV N's Spiritual journey rose to tremendous heights,
as Maha Periyava powered the young soul with many man-
tras, which were astoundingly uttered thrice in all his dreams.
As he had boundless respect and devotion for Maha Peri-
yava, he visited the Kanchi Murt often. GURUDEV JI was
showered with blessings during all those mystical interaction
with Maha Periyava.

GURUDEY I has condusted innumerable fanctions, distrbuting
feee fioodd b thee reeedhy. The bigoest of them was conducted on 15

March 2009 whie ina 10,000 wquaee et kitchen, 300 cooks
wied mooe than 4, 000 ki of rice, 3,000 kilos of vegetablles
ard 1, 0000 kifes of cemeals 10 cook beeaifan and lunch for
20,000 schoal chidren.

Annadhan in S Paishiwa Padmavathl temple
Sfoveschool childrens
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THE LAST VISIT

“Cows consume grass, not meat
Lions consume meat, not grass;
That that life abeys that that dharmeg;
A holy saint will visit you.

Follow his words with devetion,
May God bless you with his abundance”

These were the words that GURUDEV It heard in his dream
from the Maha Periyava one night. As he was pondering
about this dream, Maha periyava reached Mukli a few days
fater. Though GURUDEV JI was devastated, he knew in his
heart that the blessings of the Maha Periyavea will always

stay with him.

|
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Neabia Periyava reached bt 21 2:58 pevon Janusrg 8 1M,
Eractiy at that fime, the Eanchd Muir clck stopged working, The
ek 35 571 i disgilap 2t Kanehi Mur. '
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Sei Shrkesiiaar Parsineagnaii,

THE HOLY SAINT'S
ARRIVAL

Time passed by and life made him get into family life. He had
two children and was also taking care of his business. This
was the time when one of the most prominent saints in Jain-
ism, Mahasiddhi Acharya Sri Bhuvan Bhanu Suri, with his dis-
ciples, visited VASANTH GURUDEV JI to stay at his home
during a pilgrimage,

As soon as GURUDEV JI set his eyes on the Acharya, he knew
this was the great saint he was asked to follow. GURUDEV JI
being an excellent painter was given a few pictures by the
saint to be painted during that time. He waited patiently
during the three days of the holy saint’s visit but there was no
sign of any initiation.

While the Acharya was about to leave on the third night, he
fell il and had toe postpone his trip by one more day, That
night, he called for GURUDEV M and taught him mantras to
perform puja to the sacred picture of Sri Shankeshwar Parsh-
wanath that was given by Acharya himseif,

That was when GURUDEV JI understood the true meaning of
Kanchi Maha Periyava’s artistic words! “That that life obeys
that that dharma” meant “Follow Jainism, the dharmao you
were born in and attain spirituality”.

GURUDEV JI knew that it did not matter which path one takes
or which religion one follows during the span of one's life.
What matters most is whether one reaches the feet of God

which is the end of that journey.
20
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THE HOLY SAINT'S
ARRIVAL

He placed the holy picture of 5ri Shankeshawar Parshwanath
on a wooden box in his puja room and Iit a divine lamp close
to it, which was constantly filled with oil for it to burn day and
night.

To see the light of God, he brought all his senses under control
and drowned himselfin meditation. All his chakras aligned to
transport Rim to the kingdom of God. GURUDEV | who used
to see God as the path of his life started seeing God as the
light of his life. v

In a state of bliss and harmony, he realized himself in that
divine light of God. '

Aot many knowe that GURLEDEN JI & a very geed palnter, He fsa
grat art lover and being an exceptional stk he has cesigned
ey il in the Bxishnagin temple, :

e

022



PADMAVATHI DEVI'S
OCCURANCE

Meditation does not bear wisdom as its fruit all the time.
Without truth and righteausness as its foundation, life leaves
only scars as its result. GURUDEV JI being the epitome of
goodness and righteousness reached the pinnacle of time-
less wisdom with his meditation and devotion. What are fre-
quently termed as miracles in the lives of mortals, are fre-
quent incidents in the life of GURUDEV JI., :

One such incident took place when one night GURUDEV I
saw two serpents dancing on a bed of kunkumam in his bed-
room. But every time he got up, they would miraculously
vanish without leaving any hint of their presence.

Many nights passed by and GURUDEV I watched the ser-
pents with amazement and wonder. His subconscious knew
this occurrence was happening for a reason and his intuition
asked him to wait to learn that reason,

Isn't everything that GURUDEV NI clear sub conscience and
sharp intuition predicts, always right? To give him his an-
swers, Goddess Sri Padmavathi Devi, the mother of mothers,
visited him in his dreams. '

She said, “Oh pious one, The Great Lord Parshwanath you
worship everyday was born in the holy pilgrim of Kasi, 2850
i : e | : = years back. The serpents that you see every night are Lord
Sed Podmavirhi e : : Nagaraja and Me blessing vou.”
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PADMAVATHI DEVI'S
OCCURANCE
Saying this, the deity disappeared giving GURUDEV JI diksha.

As every second of GURUDEV JI's life is meaningful, every
dream of his also carries along with it a significance.

The following morning, GURUDEV JI made a silver idol out of
the image of Goddess Sri Padmavathi Devi he saw the previ-
ous night in his dream and started worshipping the_deity
with complete devetion. Many a times kunkumam and chan-
tan have poured from that idol.

After this incident, miracles became a part of the great saint’s
life, SRI SRI SRI VASANTH GURUDEV M.

During ane Novwet, there veas 3 rain of hongumean In the Kssh-
ragiri iempte. The devotess wene siteunded and later when they
titlected the sea of hunkomen acems the bemple, it seighed ap-

proscimytely SO0 kilor.
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